PROJECT 10073 RECORD 
|. DATE - TIME GROUP MR 
7 April 49 07/10152 
3. SOURCE 10. CONCLUSION 
Civilian Other (UNRELIAGLE REPORT) 
4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS 


» LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 1}, BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 


Not Reported Observer saw a light which gave off a light brighter than 
— ——--| day, Observer stated that it appeared similar to a sun spot 
EOFN YR lon The object was moving North, 
Ground-Visual 


COURSE 
North 


. PHOTOS 


Taterviewer stated that observer appeared to be making state- 
ments which he was not sure were correct. 


O Yes 
OC No 


, PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 
D Yes 


i X No | 
FORM 
FTD sep ê3 0-329 (TDE) previous »ditlons of this form may be used. 


`, \ MINCE 
Fnge 4 
Guide to Investigation Incident No. 


$. Local flight schedules ef commercial, private and military air- 
craft flying in vicinity at the times 
(Check Canadian activity if close to border) 


Mid-Continent Airlines—none scheduled and nothing unusual reported 


United Air lines-—none scheduled and nothing unusual reported 
4. Possible releases of testing devices in vicinity sent aloft vy 
Ordnance, Navy, Air Force, Army, jJeathcr Units, Research Organizations 
or sny other; obtain computed or observed trajectory of device (the- 
dolite, radar readings, etc.) 


None in vicinity 


5s it obje >;ct contacted earth, obtain soil samples within and without 
depression or spot where object landed for purposes of making com- 
Ngh of soilse 


Not applicable 


6. Obtain photographs (or original negatives) where available; if 
not, secure sketches of: 


= Object 

. Surrounding terrain where object 

Place where object contacted eart 

Maneuvers 

. Formation (if more than two) 
Observation was made from an upstairs bedroom on 2d floor of an average 

American freme home in an average city neighborhood, 


7. Secure signed statements. 


None 
8. Obtain fragments or physical evidence where possible. 
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TITLE 


PROJECT "GRUDGS" 
Incident, Des Moines, Iowa 


7 April 1949 


CHARACTER 


— A LB, SO LL Ll. 


REFERENCE 


| Report of 6/A HARRY FYVIE, DO #5, 


SYNOPSIS 


UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 
OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 


REPORT OF INVESTIGATION. ^ SSIF E 


Investigation reveals that Mr, gammes, AMO 


24-32 |. 5 July 1949 


FRANK A. GALLAGHER 


REPORT MADE AT 


DO #13, Offutt APB 


PERIOD 


20, 21 June 1949. 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


— .. DO #5, Ti/PAFB, Dayton, Ohio —— — 


; Des Moines, Iowa, is eccentric, 
has been a source of trouble in the neighborhood, 
and is capable of giving information that doss not 
exist. WW stated he first witnessed tbe phen- 
onema at 0415 hours, 7 April 1949. P. — described 
the ob]»>t as being twice the size of a full moon, 
reddisn, yellow, and purple in color, resembling a 
scoop, ‘he object was about four (a) inches over 
two (2) feet in length and was less than two (2) 
feet wide, 


YF 


A'i di 
DOD. îr 


DISTRIBUTION 

DO #5 (3 Incls) 
Hg OSI (2 Incls) 
File (3 Inels) 


| ACHON COPY FORWARDED TO 
Commanding General | | 
2 | Air Materiel Command 

2 | Wright-Patterson Air Force bios | 
ayton; Onio 
ATTN: MGIAXS 


FILE STAMP 


Japtain, soar : ` 


| Deputy District Commander. 
—————— a ial Ed Rn iai AN O 


y O-2 os Reniaces AFOS# E: 


IN REPLY REFER TO 


DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 


WM o tte 


STH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIM FORCE BASE DAYTON, OHIO 


5D 2l-eiN 27 Jy 1919 


SUBJECT: ‘PROJECT GRUDGE 
Incident, Des Moines, Iowa 
7 April 1309 —— 


TOs Commanding General 
Air Materiel Command 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Pase 
Dayton, Onio 
ATTN: MOIAXS 


le Reference is made to R & R, your office, dated 20 May 1949, 
requesting investigation of unidentified aerial phenomena at Des 
Moines, Iowa, on 7 April 19l9. 


2, Forwarded for your information is the final report of 
Special Agent FRANK A, GALLAGHER, OSI District Office No, 15, dated 
6 July 19l9. 


Že Your attention is invited to Paragraph 11 of Air Force 
Regulation 205-6, dated 18 May 19h9, which prohibits the disclosure 
of the nature, sources or existence of investigative information to 
unauthorized parsons, 


l,e The files of the 5th District Office of Special Investigations 
are being closed in this case, 


A34 C. a 9 
JEROME M, BRAUN 
Acting District Commander 


1 Incl: (in dup) 
R/I DO#13 dtd 6 Jul 49 


Copy tos ; Hq OSI 


Cormant f Interrogitor relative to i lligenco and character of obssrver(s 


Observer is ascentric and a constan; souros of trouble ìn neichborhood and capable of 
dreaming up things which don't oxist. 


WAR jill: » h. Mr, amt QOONNENNMNUEMM, Des oinas, Iowa, rebired, 
was interviewed on na 1949. Mr. WMWEW slated that ho was awakered from a sound 
slasp by a terrifying light shining through his blinds on 7 April 1949 at Ohl5 hours, 

JM sated that he watoped the light from his bed and that is save off a light brichter 
than days QAR stated that he could see shadows in hig back yard, especially the save 
from the garage next dior, but that it gave or cast no shadow from the telephone pole 
to the rear of his house, He (NEM then got up and went 5o the window on the wast 
and watohed the light until it disappeared behind the neizhbor's house and chimney. 

stated that he sawaxened no ons in the house because they hava two reomers who have 5 
go to work early, nnd siso a young grandohild who, if awakened, will not zo to sleep 
agains, QWE stated chat when he was a young boy fourteen years old he looked dirsotly 
into a sun spot, and na: this phenomena in the sXy is the closest thing he has seen 
5o the sun spote ghee. ‘tated that looking into that sun soot has left a lasting 
impression on him but that he had not thought about it until this happened the other 
nights called she local paper and told them about 15 and that he didn't mind a 
little publioity if they would report the truth as he saw it and not make it appear 
that he (MERR) had sesn a “flying saucer." JRW stated that he has read articles 
about aerial phenomena and that the last article he rsad had given the address to 
which correspondence conserning unususl activity should be sant, AMMA reported 
the incident to,the newspaper before he communicated with Wright Field, MBW stated 
that no one from the newspaper had come to sea hin, The ob ject was moving north and 
WEISEN stated he had to get on his kness to see out nis window and over the roo? o? 
the house next door on the west, MBWRN stated that che shadow on bis bedroom floor 
was moving south and that the light was so intense shat it shown through hia blinds 
whioh ars heavy, green, non-transvarent blinds, 


AGENT'S JOYS: MAË .scoaced to be making statenansa 
sorrses. Then the writer remarked about tham, ai o 
35a5amentzta were not correct. srandshild was » 
lowrview mery uncom: ble for I 
ind ai aovearsd desirous of saving e child ous o? 


s~j 


INCIDENT NO. _ 317 


Dato of Observation 7 April 19h9 Date of Interviow 20 June 1949 


xact Time (local) kas 
Place of Observation ^ pea Moines, Iowa 
Position of observor In bod on 2nd floor o? home. 


What attracted attention to object Terrifying light shining through window. 


itumber of objects 1 
Apparent size Twiee full moon 
Color of object Top four-fifths Reddish, yellow and purple. 
Shape Resembled grovery suzar scoop, 
Altituds 30° 350! 
Direction from observer First seen WSW, last seen NNE 
Distance from observer 200 Feet 
Direction of flight of object(s) North 
Time in sight 12 Minutes 
Speed Vary slow, traveled 35° in 12 minutes. 
Sound and odor one. 
Trail 
Luminosity Brighter than day. 
Projections Jone 
i 
Maneuvers Straight flight 
Manner of disappearance. Behind obstacle 
Effact cn Clouds "one noticed 
Additional int MTS concerning object Sas Agent's note on 2nd Page. 
shor Conditions No adverse weather conditions o? light. 
: (exar) 
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2LAAS/ GH Ty mr 


DCIAAS 


i'e ale Le Ahern 
300 Hmuczland Avenue 
Jos ines, lowa 


oar Sirs 


Reseips of your letter daced Ly “ay 19,9 is respectfully 
jocxnowledged by this Headquarters e 


the unidentified asrisl phenomena rooor by your letcars 
w9 been wade a master of record and will be încorporated into 
io present study cn this subjeote 


Should wdditional informaticn regarding thia inoidenu be 
desired correspondence wi 
addresse 


th yau will te directed so the above 


Tour & 


tion ín reporting this 
authorities ìs uppreciateds 


2 ihe proper 


Yours very truly, 


We Re CLINGEXMAJ 
Colonel, USAP 

Shier, analysis Vivision 
intelligence Department 
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Wright-Patterson 
Dayton, Ohio, 
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Incident, Des Moines, Iowa OFFICE OF ORIGIN = ” * 
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STATUS 
i = y aS J PSNDING e ; 
CHARACTESP CIAL INQUIRY 
REERIM NT. This is an initial report. 
SYNOPSIS —— | = bi de = E "-— WD E 5» * 
Investigation requested by R & R from MCIAXS, Head- 
quarters Air idateriel Command, dated 20 May 1919, to 
abhain detailed information from witnesses, weather 
and researen agencies concerning the sighting of 
unidentifted aerial phenomena at Des Moines, Iowa 
on 7 April 199. 
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In the early morning of April 7, 1949, at about 4:15 ~ 4:30 a.m., 
there appeared over Des Moines, Iowa, a stranga object. This was two 
days after the various appearances over Salt Lake City and nort 

.Ihe object was evidently first seen by a Mr. T ^ 

One of the shades in his room (toward tne west) was up 

bout four inches; tho light that came through this small opening was 
50 bright that it awakened hin, and he went to the window, spent sev- 
oral moments examining the object, then lay down on his bed again to 
ìotormine by its shadow whether it was moving*. The shadow (or, the 
light on the floor) was moving southward. Then he went to the window 
asain and watched it as it slowly disappeared behind the house next 
door. The object was thus travelling north and was west of the observer. 
was the most inous thing I have ever seen in my life" says Mr. 
rn; and he drew a sketch of tho way it looked: 


<— Treasparent 


Mr. MM diacramn 
m dificccta ice o] 


(THINK, 


(like IRON 


Left vertical line represents a 
part that looked "thick, like 


5 
transparent and full of fire. 

i The lower part was also lighted 
pm One of as if in compartments, and these 
4 these was ~, a " 

“was a showed blue (or black), yellow, 


bright FURPLmIend purple respectively. 


w 


At about the same timo, a Mrs MisgsmueüNEMr,;, "GEMAU, 
some 40 blocks west of Mr. AME wnes startled by a brilliant light 
high in the sky toward the S.8W. Fire "trailed from ìt like a Soman 
candle" but the illumination was very brief. Both Mrs. MWM» and Mr. 

seémed to me to be perfectly normal poople and not unduly ex- 
cited by their experiences. 

From my interviews with people in Waterloo 
discs that were seen here in July 1947, and 
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1. Investigation requested by Routing & Record Sheet from MCIAXS, 
Headquarters Air Material Command, dated 20 May 1949, to obtain detailed 
information from witnesses, weather and research agencies concerning the 
sighting of unidentified aerial phenomena at Jes Moines, Iowa on 7 April 
19h9. 


AT WRIGHT-PATTERSON AF3 
2. Files of this office contain a letter, dated lij May 19h9, from 
GWAN, 2500 Rutland Avenue, Des Moines, fowa in which tre writer states 
that he sighted an unusual and unidentified aircraft at O15 hours, 7 April 
19h9, 
INOLOSURZS 


POR DO OFFOTT AYB 


AND HEADQUARTERS OSI 


2. Copy, letter from M, L, AHERN (in dup) 


PENDING 


UNDEVELCPED LEAD 


DISTRICT OFFICE NO, 12, OF FUTT AFB 


AT DES MOINES, IOW 


Veather and research agencies will be contac5ed and witnesses inter- 
viewed relative to the sighting of aerial phenomena at Des Moines, Iowa 
on 7 April 1949. Inclosed guide will be used for reference, 


| 
/ has left a lasting impression on him but that he had not thought about 
it until this happened the other night. WW called the local paper 
| \ and told them about it and that he didn't mind a little publicity if 
| they would report the truth as he saw it and not make it appear that 
| ho GO bad seen a "Ilyinz saucer." MWM stated that he has 
$ ~ read articles about aerial phenomena and that the last article he read 
^. X had given the address to which correspondence concerning unusual activ- 
«^ ity should be sent. yii reported the incident to the newspaper before 


js communicated with Wright Field. wl stated that no one from the 


de 


newspaper had come to see him, The object was moving north and 
| stated he had to get on his knees to see out his window and over the 
roof of the house next door on the west. "WEM stated that the shadow 
on his bedroom floor was moving south and that tne lizht was so intense 
that it shown through his blinds which are heavy, green, non-bransparent 
\ blinds. 


AGZNT's NOTE: EM appeared to be making statements which he was not 
“sure were correct, Then the writer remarked about then, «MWwouid 

counter by asking if his statements were not correct. NM grand- 

child was present and this appeared to make the interview very uncom 

fortable for Ww The grandchild was asking questions and 

appsared desirous of having the child out of the room. 

5, The name files of the Police Department, Des Moines, Iowa, 
and the Sheriff's Office, Polk County, Des Moines, Iowa, were examined 
and revealed no d»rogatory information concarning < 
Inclosures: 

FOR DO 75, "URIGHT-PATTERSON AFB 

l, Cy of "Guide to investigation. Unidentified Aerial Objects." 


2, Sketch showing salient features of Project "GRUDGE" as viewed 


oy "EHI 
3. Sketch showing affe description of aerial phenomena. 
FOR HEADOUARTERS OSI 


. 2. #Sketch showing salient features of Project "GRUDGE" as viewed 
by mw | 


3. Sketch showing MMMM description of aerial phenomena. 
— REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
stare ACCITICN 
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AT DES MOINES, IOWA 


l. Mrs. LOIS M, WALTON, 2910 Rutland, Des Moines, Iowa, house- 
wife and private nurse, was interviewed on 20 June 1949. Mrs. TALTON 
stated that she has known Mr, li, L. AHERN for three years as a neighbor, 
and that from her observation of him, he (AHSRN) appears and acts odd, 
Mrs. WALTON also stated that Mr. AHERN has caused trouble în the neighbor- 
hood and that she would not put it past AHERN to think up something un- 
usual for a bit of publicity, 


2, Miss OSIE TAYLOR, 2906 Rutland, Des Moines, Iowa, saleslady, 
was interviewed on 20 June 1949. Miss TAYLOR stated that she has known 
T. AHERN for nine years as a neighbor and has found him to be odd and 
eccentric. Informant also stated that she stays away from AHERN because 
he has caused trouble in the neighborhood. Informant stated that AHERN 
has a feeling that some of his property may be taken away from him, as 
some of the neighbors had their lots surveyed and in the surveying it was 
determined that the lot stakes were not exactly right. The neighbors were 
entitled to a few mors feet of land, This caused AHURN a great deal of 
concern as he felt that this would revert down the line until he would 
be the last and that some of his land would be taken away from him. AHERN 
is hot headed and i3 capable of giving information that does not exist., 


3, Miss WSLISSA TAYLOR, 2906 Rutland, Des Moines, Iowa, accountant, 
was interviewed on 20 June 1949. Miss TAYLOR stated that she has known 
Mr, AHERN for eight years as a member of the community, and believes that 
ha is capable of giving information which is not substantiated by facts. 
AHERN has written letters to the local newspaper which nas caused his fam- 
ily great concern because it jeopardized his son's position. AHERN is 
sccentric and informant stated that sne and her sister have stopped having 
anything to do with him, 


á hl. Mr. Mea, Des Moines, Iowa, retired, was 


| interviewed on 20 June 19,9. ra fe s, cea that he was awakened from 


l5 


a sound sleep by a terrifying light shining through his blinds on 7 April 
249 at 0415 hours, pt aide that he watched the light from his bed 
and that it gave off a light brighter than day, MEA stated that he 
could see shadows in his back yard, especially the eave from the garage 
next door, but that it gave or cast no shadow from the telephone pole 
to the rear of his house, He (WM) then got up and went to the window 
on the west and watched the light until it disappeared behind the neighbor's 
house and chimney. WM stated that he awakened no one in the house be- 
73438 they have two roomers who have to zo to work early, and also a young 

$ ild who, i? awakened, will not zo so sleep again. WM stated 
2n he was a young boy fourteen years old he looked directly into 

iun 3505, and that this phenomena in the sky is the closest thing he 
has seen to the sun apot. stated that looking into that sun spot 
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GUIDE TO INVFSTIGATION | 


UNIDENTIFIED ASRIAL OBJECTS 


Date of Observation T Aorál 39h9 Date of Interview _ 20 June 1919 | 


Exact, time cf observation, (local) . BAS QST LI I 


Place of Observation: Des Moines, Iowa 
(Map Coordinates) 


Position of observer (air, car, bldg, location of - give details: | 
Observer was in 2d floor, south-west bedroom, frase nouse, (bject was west 
South west of him and he observed it from the east. 


Wna ttracted attention to obiect: I was awakened by a piercing light 
shidsiag * Fran y lev qr blinds(greej). It was lighter than day. 


Number of sketch of formation or grouping: 
na Do set Wes Sea. attacned) 


Apparent size (compare.to known object, i.s., sun, moon, thumb 
^r fist at arms length): It was twice the size of a f-11 moon. 


Color cf object: Reddish, yellow and purple, that is, the upper h/5!s. 
Shape (give grarhle description - compare with known object): 


it resembled the scoop that is used by grocery men in scooping sugar. ~ 


Altitude (Angl >f elevation above horizon - O? at horizon, 
909 overhead): jingle approximately 30 degrees and 350 feet. 


Direction fron cbserver (Angle clockwise from North ys 
When first sen? West south west When last sen? North north west 


Distance from observer (Distances to town, bldz, etc., over 
which object appeared to be): Approximately 200 feet from obsyerver 
- / 


Direction of flight of object (s): North 


Time in sight: 12 Minutes; went behind chimmey of neighbor's house. I did 
ncb go down stairs to follow it 


Vel city. (time to cover given engular distare 
"io degree angle and took 12 minutes. 
Squad and odor: 
here was no sound or oder 
3 


17. Trail (color, length, width, persistance, mte) No trail, no 


color, length about h" over 2 feet, width, less than 2 feet. — on 
18. Luminosity (visible by reflection, incandescence, other - ae- 


groe of brilliance): Brightest thing I have ever seen. .incandescence, 


19. Projections (fins, wings, rods, antennae, canopies, etc.): 


No projections--steady flight, perfect control. 


20. Maneuvers (turns, climbs, dives, etc. - sketch of flight path): 
No maneugers of any kind--straignt flight and disappeared behind neighbor's 
cnìmnney,. 


21. Manner of disappesarenos: 
around roof af neighbors house and behind the chimmney, 


22, Effect on clouds: None—not determinable. 


25. Additional informationcancerning object: 


94. Weather conditions and light st time of sightings 
No adverse weatner conditions and no light at time of sighting. 


Name and address of observer? 
Mr, ii, QNEM Des Moines, Iowa 
Occupation and hobbies: 
Retired, former, Farmer, Insurenceman Hobbies: Politics 
Teacher, RR Mail Service a Yd iU RTH 
Gomments of Interrogator relative to intelligence and character ol 
observer (Check ne thbors, police dept., FBI records, employor,etc) 


This weiter believes this to be publicity stunk which didn't materialize. Subject 

. às fairly intelligent but lacks ambition for doing anything constructive. He is 
approximately 65 years of age and has no outside interests or within the home. He 
has read numerous articles on arial phenomena and is more or less intrigued by them. 
He has much time to do about nothing. He is shabbely dressed and gener=‘ly unkept 
His reasoning has been easily changed to conform to this writers opinion, and 
would readily change his to conform to what was correct. 


t 


Did observer-wear glasses, especially polaroid glasses at pang CYFA 
sighting, or was object viewed through canopy, window, or other trans- 

parent material? | No glasses were used and object was observed through window 
pane 


pu 


2. 


speed, al 


Not applicable none in area 


b. Did target execute any turns? If so, 
and what radius of tum. If radius of 
vable, how long did the target smy in the 


Not applicable 


on ca 
of ob 
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lisappear suddenly or grad 
Not applicable 
If airbourne, "wien object was sizhted 


Not applicable 


a. Were thers any radar indications or cir- 
cuits: 
Not applicable 
b, Give estimatas of size, boat 
i applicable 


Teletype sequences: of local weather conditions: 
AT OhO9, 7 april 19h9, Des Moines, Iowa, U. S. Court House 
Ceiling; 25,000', thin broken clouds, lower thin scattered clouds, 12,000!, 
Visibility; 12 miles, surface winds, wsw 03 knots, Barsmeteric Press: 29.89. 
Winds -aloft reports, / 
AT 0300, 7 April 1949, Des Moines, Iowa, Airport Weather Station. 
Surface: from 320 at 03 knots 
2000! : 310 n 
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